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Leo VI to defend the ports of the Empire, did -not
dare to meet the Muslim ships. He withdrew to the
shores of the Hellespont, leaving the waters of the
Archipelago open before the invaders. It was reported
in Constantinople that the invaders were aiming at the
port qf Thessalonica, which was at that time the great-
est, strongest and richest after Constantinople, and
nature had contributed immensely to the rich fertility
of this region. Thessalonica is situated on the hills of
Olympus overlooking the cape of a narrow isthmus in
which ships can take refuge. It was separated from
it by a huge wall extending for a mile along the shore,
and protected by strong forts built on high hills. But
they were in those days in a state of dilapidation, the
upper ledge of the great wall being demolished on the
side of the sea making it possible for the ships to app-
roach the walls of the city. Petronas, commander of
the garrison, therefore, tried to repulse the invading
ships by throwing into the water great quantities of
huge rocks and pieces of marble which adorned Hellenic
tombs, to expose the ships of the invaders to the arrows
and fires of the Greeks. As for the inhabitants of the
city, they placed their confidence in St. Dimitrius, pat-
ron of their city and felt sure that he could repulse the
new danger. Alarming rumours of the advance of the
invaders spread every day. Leo of Tripolis had chased
the Byzantine fleet to the strait of the Hellespont and
returned to Thasqs. When Petronas died suddenly,
an officer named Isfikitas assumed command, and did all
he could to prepare the means of defence, and brought
some of the Sclavonian troops from the neighbouring
countries. But the inhabitants of the city did not lose
confidence in St. Dimitrius and hurried after the priests
and the bishop to the church of this Saint and prayed
night and day. As for Leo of Tripolis, he spent some
time in Thasos to repair his ships and get the catapults
and other implements of destruction ready. On Sun-
day, July 29, 904, rumour spread in the city that the